REVIEW STATEMENT TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE OF PARLIAMENT ALONG WITH THE ANNUAL
REPORT AND AUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2017-18 IN RESPECT OF SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD (SERB), NEW DELHI

Ovpanization Paviicilars

4. Nawue of the losiitie: science and Foginecring Research Board

(SERBY), New Delhi

4o Mstablished in ihe yoar ¢ 2008
3. Muwmber of scientisis /facolty Lo d®
A Toial nwmber of regular evaployees i 20

The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) established by an Act of Partiament, is a
statutory body under the Department of Science and Techuology. The primary and distinct mandate of
the Board is to promote S&T research through appropriate policy interventions and to provide
extramural funding to researchers from academic institutions, research laboratories and other R&D
organisations for carrying out basic research in frontier areas of science and engineering,

SERB has initiated several new innovative programmes and schemes focussing on different
segments/levels of researchers including young scientists, Adopting modern management practices,

SERB aims to bring more transparency and has a fair and non-discriminatory approach for science
funding.

Objectives:-

* Serves as a premier agency for planning, promoting and funding internationally competitive
research in emerging areas.

* Identifies major inter-disciplinary research areas, and individuals, groups or institutions and
funds them for research,
Assists in setting up infrastructure and conducive ambience for scientific pursuit,

* Enables synergy between academic institutione, research and develepment laboratories and
industry for promoting basic research in science and engineering.

* Evolves a management system to speedily provide research funds, including monitoring and
evaluation, by adopting modern management practices.

The SERB structure comprises of both the Board and an Oversight Committee. The Board, chaired
by Secretary DST comprises of 16 members, including 6 Secretaries of the Government of India and CEOQ,
Niti Aayog. The Oversight Committee is Chaired by Dr. Vijay P. Bhatkar, Chancellor, Nalanda University
with Secretary, DST as Vice Chair, and Presidents of Indian Academy of Sciences, Indian National
Science Academy, Indian National Academy of Engineering, Secretary, Science and Engineering
Research Board as Members and three Members nominated by the Central Government from amongst
distinguished experts in different arecas of Science and Technology.

v

The SERB Schemes / Programmes have been designed to cater to all segments of researchers for
initiating/strengthening R&D in frontier areas of science and engineering. This includes national and
international programs for young scientists, early career research award, core research support,
fellowships to recognize and support active performing Indian scientists & engineers, chair
professorship, special schemes for weaker sections of the society etc.

* The SERB has given special attention to initiate new schemes and programmes during the year
2017-18. Following new schemes were initiated:-
Mathematical Research Impact-Centric Support (MATRICS)
Teacher Associateship for Research Excellence (TARE)

e Distinguished Investigator Award (DIA)
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overseas doctoral and postdocioral fellowship schemes of the Board provide an oppoctunity to interac
witly oversens soientilic commumty and get frst-hand information ef the developmenis taking place af
ithe international level and acquaiot themselves with new scientific resewrch aveas and methods, 51
seieniists were benelivied by these schemes.

SERR seeks to achieve s mandated objectives through vavions schemes and progeammes, the details of
which are as given below:
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The Board, through the Core Research Grant (CRG) has systematically developed an individual
centric competitive mode of funding in the countiy, Coulinmous support over the years has
resulted in noticeable spread of R&D hase. 746 projects were supported during the year 2017-
18

Mathematical Research Impact-Centric Support (MATRICS) scheme is a special initiative in the
discipline of “Mathematical Sciences” to further encourage research in the stream.

The High Risk High Reward (HRHR) scheme for supporting proposals that are new, that challenge
existing hypothesis, and provide ‘out of box’ solutions to important problems in Science and
Technology. 1 (one) project was sanctioned during the year 2017-18.

The Industry Relevant R & D (IRRD) is aimed to support ideas that address a well-defined
problem of industrial relevance. The funding is shared by SERB and Industry on 50 : 50 basis.
Three projects were sanctioned during the year 2017-18,

The Intensification of Research in High Priority Areas (IRHPA) scheme supports proposals in high
priority areas where multidisciplinary/multi-institutional expertise is required and will put our
nation on international science map.

Young Scientists received substantial funding through National Post-Doctoral Fellowship (N-PDF)
Scheme and Early Career Research Award (ECRA) Scheme. N-PDF Scheme is aimed to identify
motivated young researchers and provide them support for doing research in frontier areas of
science and engineering, It has turned to be a first level measure to stop brain drain from the
country. Besides, Overseas Postdoctoral Fellowship (OPDF) is meant to enhance the research
capacity and global perspective of Indian scholars. ECRA scheme provides substantial funding to
scientists who are at their early stages of career. 1143, 426 and 37 projects under N-PDF, ECRA
and OPDF schemes respectively were sanctioned during the year 2017-18.

Teacher Associateship for Research Excellence (TARE) Scheme, launched in the previous financial
year, aims to facilitate mobility of faculty members working in a regular capacity in State
Universities / Colleges and in private Academic Institutions to carryout research work in an
established public funded Institution. It was officially launched by the Hon'ble Minister for
Science and Technology and first call for proposals was made from 1%t February to 31st March,
2017. Atotal of 1381 proposals were received during the call for further evaluation.

The Empowerment and Equity Opportunities for Excellence in Science (EMEQ) Scheme supports
active researchers belonging to the Schedule Caste and Schedule Tribe category working in
academic institutions / national labs to carry out R&D in frontier areas of Science and
Engineering. 229 projects were sanctioned duving the year 2017-18.

SERB offers various Awards and Fellowships to exceptionally distinguished individuals through
schemes like The Year of Science Chair Fellowship (YoSCP), ].C. Bose Fellowship, Ramanujan
Fellowship, SERB Women Excellence Award, Distinguished Investigator Award (DIA) etc.
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National Partnership Programme:
e Prime Minister's Doctoral Fellowship for Doctoral Rescarch: 1 is a Public-Private Partaership

programime between SERB and the Confederation of ndian Indusiry. Under ihis iheme proposal
frot more than 700 aspirants were received. Out of which 19 proposals were supporied,

e
o

* R &D Scheme on Food Processing (MolPL); The scheme is jointly supporied by Ministry of food
Processing Industry (MoFPI) and SERB. There are 19 ongoing studies under the Programme.

o Cell Tower Radiation Programme: It is joint initiative with Department of Telecommunication
(Do'T), Ministry of Communication in campaign mode to study the possible impact of EMF
radiation exposure from Mobile Towers and handsets on Flora and Fauna. There are 19 ongoing
studies under the programme.,

* Impacting Research Innovation and Technology (IMPRINT): About 2600 proposals were received,
out of which 259 selected for funding.

* Uchhatar Avishkar Yojana (UAY): SERB partially funded 30 projects. The number is likely to
increase in future.

* Abdul Kalam Technology Innovation National Fellowship (AKTIN): A maximum of 10 Fellowships
will be awarded per year,

fellowship:

* 5. N. Bose Scholars Programme, Overseas Doctoral Fellowship, Newton Bhabha International
Fellowship, Partnership for International Research and Education (PIRE), Indo-US Grand
Challenge: Initiative on Affordable Blood Pressure Measurement Technologies for Low Resource
Settings in India and the U.S, Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW) were
developed by SERB with International Agencies like NSF, NIH and several overseas universities to
provide opportunity to the Indian scientists to get exposure of the global research and
development. Visiting Advance Joint Research (VAJRA) Faculty Scheme is designed to bring
international scientists into the national S&T system.

» Important Collaborations (national and global) established:

¢ SERB is steering a national collaborative programme titled “Impacting Research Innovations and
Technology (IMPRINT)” in partnership with MHRD. The scheme focuses on translational
research in domains important to our nation.

Implementation of Official Language:-

Science & Engineering Research Board (SERB), since its inception has been implementing the
guidelines issued by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs. Hindi Fortnight was
celebrated in SERB from 14 to 29 September, 2017. Various activities were organized for the
staff/officers both Hindi speaking and Non-Hindi speaking to promote the official language.



Audited Annual Statement of Accounts:- :

As per the provisions laid down in SERB Act, 2008, the Annual Accounts of the SERB were got
audited by a team of Auditors nominated by C&AG. The duly audited Financial Statements and Annual
Accounts of the Board for the year 2017-18 along with the Separate Audit Report of C&AG are annexed
with the Annual Report.

The Board incurred expenditure of ¥ 817.59 crores during the Financial Year 2017-18.
Filling of Income Tax Return & Income Tax Exemption

SERB got tax exemption u/s 10(46) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 for 5 financial years from FY
2013-14 to 2017-18, vide Ministry of Finance’s Gazette Notification dated 315t March, 2017. After getting
tax exemption, SERB rectified /revised its Income Tax Returns of previous Financial Years and final order
was passed by Income Tax Officer for NIL Demand. Income Tax Return for the Assessment Year 2018-19,
pertaining to the Financial Year 2017-18 has been filed.

Vigilance Awareness:

Vigilance Awareness Week was observed by SERB from 30t October to 4th November 2017 with
the theme “My Vision - Corruption Free India”. All the officers and staff of SERB assembled on 30t
October, 2017 to take the integrity pledge, to abide by the principles of honesty and integrity to fight
against corruption. A large number of officers and staff participated in the Quiz Competition held on 3rd
November, 2017.

Right to Information Act:-

The provisions of RTI Act, 2005 are being followed and requisite information is provided to the

Applicants under the RTI Act.

AUTHENTICATED

Minister of Science & Technolo ces

(DRHARSH VARDHAN)
MINISTER FOR
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY AND EARTH SCIENCES
Govt. of India,

New Dethi



The reasons for delay in laying of the Annual Reports and Audited Accounts of

the Board for the Financial Year 2017-18

House.

S.No Particulars Actual Position
(a) The date on which Board approached the Audit 25.06.2018
Authorities to appoint the auditors for auditing the
accounts and
date of their appointment 05.07.2018
(b) The date of compilation of Annual Accounts of Board 13.06.2018
(c) The date on which the Annual Account were submitted to | 05.07.2018
Auditors for auditing
(d) The date and duration for auditing the Annual Accounts of | 05.07.2018 - 27.07.2018
Board by Auditors
(e) | The date of queries raised by Auditors during auditing of | 05.07.2018 - 27.07.2018
Annual Accounts
63) The date on which the replies to the audit queries was | 05.07.2018 - 27.07.2018
furnished to the Auditors
(2) The date on which draft Audit Report was issued by Audit | 21.08.2018
Authorities
(h) The date on which the Final Audit Report received by | 06.12.2018
Board.
(1) The date of finalization of Annual Report. 26.09.2018
0) The date on which documents were got approved from the | 27.10.2018
Competent Authority (the date on which the Board
approved and adopted the Annual Report)
(k) The date on which documents were taken up for translation | 26.09.2018
and the time taken for completing the task. (40 days)
Date of receiving printed copies/corrected copies 14.12.2018
1)) The date on which the documents were sent to the Ministry | 14.12.2018
for being laid in House
(m) | The date of laying of the documents on the Table of the Rajya Sabha -31.12.2018

Lok Sabha - 02.01.2019
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