REVIEW STATEMENT TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE OF PARLIAMENT ALONG
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Organization Particulars

1. Mame of ithe Institute : science and Engineering Research Board
(SERB), New Delhi

3. Established in the yvear : 2008

J. Nomber of scientiste/faculty N 1

4. NMuwmber of Post-doctoral research siaff ¢ ML

5. Total number of regular employees 220

The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is a statutory body established through an
Act of Parliament, 2008. The primary and distinct mandate of the Board is to support basic research in
emerging arcas of Science & Engineering. As the premier national research funding agency, raise the
quality and footprint of Indian science and engineering to the highest global levels in an accelerated
mode, through caliberated, competitive support of research and development. With limited work force,
SERB has contributed in developing robust, comprehensive & sophisticated research facilities &
infrastructure across the country which is being efficiently utilized by the scientific community of the
country in taking the quality of science to the next higher level. 1t has collaborated with several
internationally recognized counter parts of other countries to bring out the latest development in the
ficld of Science & Technology. SERB aims to bring more transparency and has a fair and non-
discriminatory approach for science funding.

The SERB structure comprises of both its Board and an Oversight Committee. The Board,
chaired by Secretary DST and comprises of 17 members, including 7 secretaries of the Government of
India. The Secretary, SERB is the Member Secretary of the Board.  The oversight committee is
Chaired by Dr.Vijay P. Bhatkar, Chancellor, Nalanda University with Secretary, DST as Vice Chair,
and Presidents of Indian Academy of Sciences, Indian National Science Academy. Indian National
Academy of Engineering, Secretary, Science and Engineering Research Board as Members and three
Members appointed by the Central Government from amongst distinguished experts in different arcas
of Science and Technology.

Objectives:-

> Serves as a premier agency for planning, promoting and funding internationally competitive
research in emerging arcas.

» ldentifies major inter-disciplinary rescarch areas, and individuals, groups or institutions and
funds them for research.

> Assists in setting up infrastructure and conducive ambience for scientific pursuit.

» [Enables synergy between academic institutions, rescarch and development laboratories and

industry for promoting basic rescarch in science and engineering,.

Evolves a management system to speedily provide research funds, including monitoring and

evaluation, by adopting modern management practices.

Y

SERB Schemes and Programmes:-

The SERB has given special attention to initiate new schemes and programmes which have
far reaching consequences in the R&D sector. Seven new Schemes viz. Visiting Advance Joint
Research (VAJRA), Overseas Doctoral Fellowship-Training, Teachers Associate-ship for Research
Excellence (TARE), Accelerate Vigyan, Distinguished Investigator Award (DIA), Mathematical
Research Impact-Centric Support (MATRICS) and Uchhatar Avishkar Yojna (UAY) were initiated
during the year 2016-17.



SERB supports Core Research and tnnovation through Extra Mural Research Funding (EMR),
High Risk High Reward (HRHR), industey Releyant R&ED (IRRD), Iniensification of Research in High
P Argas (IRHPAY schemes., Wational Post-Doctoral Fellowshin (NPDF), Overseas Docioral
iip=Traiming for Indian Ph.2 Scholars, Overs
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Fellows

7,

Postdoctoral Fellowship and Farly Carcer

Research Award (ECRA) are the schemes for young researchers,

Equity and Empowerment Opportunities for Excellence in Science (EMEQ), and Ayurvedic
Biology Program are the continuing Schemes and Programmes to strengthen linkages with society.
International Travel Support (ITS) Scheme and Assistance to Professional Bodics & Seminar/Symposia
are the two categories ol Support tor Science and Technology Fvents

Parvinership Programes: -

PM’s Doctoral Fellowship, R & 1D Scheme on Food Processing (MOFPL), Cell Tower Radiation
Programme, Impacting Research Innovation and Technology (IMPRINT), Uchhatar Avishkar Yojana
(UAY) are the National Partnership Programmes; and S. N. Bose Scholars Programme, Overseas
Doctoral Fellowship, Newton - Bhabha International Fellowships, Partnership for International
Research and Education (PIRE), Indo—US Grand Challenge: Initiative on Affordable Blood Pressure
Measurement Technologies for Low Resource Settings in India and the U.S., Graduate Research
Opportunities Worldwide (GROW) and Visiting Advance Joint Rescarch (VAJRA) are the
International Partnership Programmes.

New Mol with foreign collaborators:-

The SERB signed the following MoUs during the year for its intentional partnerships:-

e Alberta University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
e Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, USA
* The Royal Socicty, London, UK

Awards and Fellowships:-

J C Bose Fellowship, Ramanujan Fellowship, SERB Distinguished Fellowship and SERB
Women Excellence Award.

A few of the features, that have been set in are:-

e Efficiency: R&D proposals are invited through “Call for Proposals™ at regular periodicity with
clear timelines announced for submission, review, decision and fund disbursal.

¢ Timeliness: As far as possible, the efforts are made to ensure that funding commitments are not
carried forward to the next funding cycle, strictly ensuring the delivery of goals and tasks.

e Optimal Resource Utilisation: To improve the operational process, the Programme Advisory
Committees (PACs) have been restructured, realigned in recent times.

¢ Innovation: As has been the case always, this year many new schemes have been initiated.
These programmes have been designed with focus toward different level of rescarchers and
teachers.

e Code of conduct: A ‘Code of Conduct” and “Conflict of Interest’ policy has been enforced for
grant applicants (including collaborators), reviewers & committee members and officers dealing
with various programs of the Board. This policy aims to bring more transparency, increased
accountability in funding mechanisms and provide assurance to the general public that processes
followed are fair and non-discriminatory.



The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB jointly hosted the Annual Fifth Meeting
of Global Research Council (GRC), on May 25-27, 2016 with the Research Councils UK (RCUK).
GRC is a virtual organisation comprising of the heads of research funding agencies around the world,
dedicated to promoting the sharing of data and best practices for high-quality collaboration among
funding agencies worldwide. GRC has a long-term objective of fostering multilateral research and
collaboration across continents to benefit both developing and developed nations. The two topics for
Annual Meeting were 'Interdisciplinarity' and 'Equality and Status of Women in Research', both of
which build on previous GRC discussions and statements.

Implementation of Official Language:-

Science & Engineering Research Board (SERB), since its inception has been implementing the
guidelines issued by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs. Hindi Fortnight
was celebrated in SERB from 14 to 29 September, 2016. Various activities were organized for the
staff/officers both Hindi speaking and Non-Hindi speaking to promote the official language.

Audited Annual Statement of Accounts:-

As per the provisions laid down in SERB Act, 2008, the Annual Accounts of the SERB were got
audited by a team of Auditors nominated by C&AG. The Audited Annual Statements of Accounts of the
Board along with the Separate Audit Report of C&AG are annexed with the Annual Report.

The Board incurred expenditure of Rs.783.43 crores during the Financial Year 2016-17.

Filling of Income Tax Return & Income Tax Exemption:-

The Income Tax Return for the Assessment Year 2017-18, pertaining to the Financial Year
2016-17 has been filed. The SERB has been granted tax exemption u/s 10/46 of the Income Tax Act,
1961 by the Government as per Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), Ministry of Finance
Notification dated 31¥ March, 2017 for the Financial Years from 2013-14 to 2017-18 (5 Years).

Right to Information Act:-

The provisions of RTI Act, 2005 are being followed and requisite information is provided to the
Applicants under RTI Act.

AUTHENTICATED

( DR. HARSH VARDHAN)
Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences

SCIENCE & TEC AND EARTH SCIENCES
vt. of India,

ew Delhi
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COMPREHENSIVE DELAY STATEMENT EXPLAINING THE REASONS OF
DELAY IN LAYING THE ANNUAL REPORT AND AUDITED STATEMENT OF
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2016-17 OF THE SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
RESEARCH BOARD (SERB), NEW DELHI, ON THE TABLE OF BOTH THE
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT DURING THE BUDGET SESSION, 2018.

The Annual Report along with the Audited Statement of Accounts for the year 2016-
17 in respect of the SCIENCE & ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD (SERB), NEW
DELHI, which was required to the laid on the Table of the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha during
the Winter Session of 2017-2018, could not be laid within the stipulated date despite all out
efforts made by the board and this Department. The aforesaid papers are now being laid on
the Table of both the Houses of Parliament during the Budget Session, 2018.

2. The delay in laying the Reports, which was due to circumstances beyond the control

of this Department, is sincerely regretted.

AUTHENTICATED

( DR. HARSH VARDHAN)

OGY AND EARTH SCIENCES
Govt. of India,
New Delhi




The reasons for delay in laying of the Annual Reports and Audited Accounts of

the Board for the Financial Year 2016-17

S.No Particulars Actual Position
(a) The date on which Board approached the Audit 30.06.2017
Authorities to appoint the auditors for auditing the
accounts and
date of their appointment 20.07.2017
(b) The date of compilation of Annual Accounts of Board 27.06.2017
(c) The date on which the Annual Accounts were submitted to 20.07.2017
Auditors for auditing
(d) The date and duration for auditing the Annual Accounts of 20.07.2017 - 10.08.2017
Board by Auditors
(e) | The date of queries raised by Auditors during auditing of | 20.07.2017 - 10.08.2017
Annual Accounts
(f) The date on which the replies to the audit queries was | 20.07.2017 - 10.08.2017
furnished to the Auditors
(2) The date on which draft Audit Report was issued by Audit | 22.08.2017
Authorities
(h) The date on which the Final Audit Report received by | 17.11.2017
Board.
(i) The date of finalization of Annual Report. 26.11.2017
1)) The date on which documents were got approved from the | 26.12.2017
Competent Authority (the date on which the Board
approved and adopted the Annual Report)
(k) The date on which documents were taken up for translation | 28.11.2017 - 22.12.2017
and the time taken for completing the task.
Date of receiving printed copies/corrected copies 25.01.2018/05.02.2018
)] The date on which the documents were sent to the Ministry | 06.02.2018
for being laid in House
(m) | The date of laying of the documents on the Table of the 04.04.2018 in Lok Sabha
House. 02.04.2018 in Rajya Sabha
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