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Uhe Belence and Engineering Kesearch Board (SERB) is o siatuiory body esiablished in

the year 2008, through an Act of Parliament. Supporting basic research in emerging areas of

science and engineering is the primary and distinet mandate of the Board. The SERE stiuctuie
comprises Board and Oversight Commitice, which enable the organization o take Faiv and faste

funding decisions on research proposals, thereby preatly improving its response to the needs of

the research community. The Board meels at least four times a year, whereas the Oversight
Committee meets lwice a year.

7. THL BOARD

Secretary, DST is the Chairperson of SERB with Member Secretary, Planning
Commission, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, Secretary, Department of Scientific and

Industrial Research, Secretary, Ministry of FEarth Sciences, Secretary, Department of

Expenditure, Secretary, Department of Health Research as Members and Secretary, SERB as
Member Secretary. Besides, three members each appointed by the Central Government from
amongst persons having experience in scientific research in different disciplines in (i) academic
institutions, (ii) Government research laboratories; and (iii) industry, international projects on
science and technology, socio-economic sectors and other Government rescarch laboratories.

3. OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE:

Professor CNR Rao, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research is the
Chairperson with Secretary, DST as Vice Chair and Presidents of Indian Academy of Sciences,
Indian National Science Academy, Indian National Academy of Engineering and Secretary,
Science Engineering Research Board as Members. Besides, three Members appointed by the
Central Government from amongst distinguished experts in different areas of Science and
Technology are also part of the Oversight Committee.

4. . OBJECTIVES OF THE BOARD:-

» Serves as a premier agency for planning, promoting and funding internationally
competitive research in emerging areas.

» Identifies major inter-disciplinary research areas, and individuals, groups or institutions and
funds them for research.

> Assists in setting up infrastructure and environment for scientific pursuit.

» Lnables synergy between academic institutions, research and development laboratories and
industry for promoting basic research in science and engineering.

> Evolves a management system to speedily provide research funds, including monitoring
and evaluation, by adopting modern management practices.

5. SERB PROGRAMS:-

I. R & D Support:- Core research grants (Extramural Research Projects), Scheme for
Young Scientists, Intensification of Research in High Priority Areas (IRPHA) and
Empowerment and Equity Opportunities



2. Fellowships and Awards:- JC Dose, Ramanunjan, Prime Minister's Doctoral,
Distinguished Scientist, National Post-Doctoral Fellowships and Women [xcellence
Award.

3.8 & T Suppaert Systems - Internalional Travel Suppori and support io Professional

Jodies and Tor Seminar/Symposia.

4. Partmerships - National and International Partnerships,

The Board mei four itmes 10 the reporting period and iook several decisions. Some of ihe
major decisions taken by the Board are:
(a) Reviston of fellowship in R&D Programmes for JRF/SRE/RA catepories of researchers
with effect from 1™ October, 2014. The fellowship of SERB Young Scientist revised from
Rs.35,000/- to Rs.55,000/- pm and the budget limit also raised.

(b) To support mathematical sciences research, a proposal has been approved to sign a MoU
with International Centre for Pure and Applied Mathematics (CIMPA) to organize three CIMPA-
India Schools per year in India and sponsor 15 doctoral/postdoctoral students per year to attend
CIMPA Schools held abroad.

(c) In order to augment quality manpower in niche areas of research, Board approved
continuation of 50 Indo-US Overseas Postdoctoral fellowships per year for a period of 3 years
through Indo-US Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF).

A wide variety of on-going schemes/programmes were supported during the reporting
period. Programme Advisory Committees (PAC) continue to play a decisive role in providing
core research support to scientists. A total of 613 scientists were supporicd through projects
costing Rs.253 crores.

A total of 878 projects costing Rs.195 crores were granted to young researchers under the
Fast Track Scheme for Young Scientists.

Sixty-eight scientists were supported through projects worth Rs.20.07 crore in the
"Empowerment and Equity Opportunities for Excellence in Science" Scheme. The scheme
received overwhelming response from weaker sections of the society. "SERB Women
Excellence Award" Scheme continues to support women scientists who are awardees of young
scientist/associate-ship of any of the national academies. 6 women scientists were conferred this
award. Seven other Distinguished Fellows have been selected.

Eight scientists received Ramanujan Fellowships and other eleven scientists received JC
Bose Fellowships. A study conducted by Thomson Reuters on JC Bose Fellows” performance
revealed that these fellows publish substantial research and the citation impact of these fellows
was higher than the Indian research level as a whole and above the world average.

Fifty students have been selected for SN Bose Scholarship. This programme is
implemented in partnership with IUSSTF to develop a dynamic student exchange program
between Indian institutions and premier U.S. Universities for Indian and U.S. students. Other
international programs like Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW), Partnerships
for International Research & Education (PIRE), efc. also continue to be active. GROW program
is a partnership between the Board and the National Science Foundation (NSF) to provide NST
Graduate Rescarch Fellows opportunities to enhance their professional development through
research collaborations with top-ranking science and engineering research institutions in India.
PIRE is NSI’s Flagship International Programme to support high quality research and education
projects across all disciplines. SERB has entered into a formal understanding with NST to be a
partner in the 2014 announcement of PIRE.



A total of 36 scientists were supported through projects worth Rs.6.32 crores in the
program related to Food Processing.

More than 2200 scientists were supported under the “International Travel Support” (ITS)
scheme which is designed to provide financial assistance for presenting a research paper or
chairing a session or delivering a keynote address in an international scientific event
(conference/seminar/symposium/workshop etc.) held abroad. Assistance to Professional Bodies
& Seminar / Symposia Scheme extends partial support on a selective basis, for organizing
seminar / symposia/ training programmes / workshops / conferences at national as well as
international level. About 750 such events were supported. Utilization of the Scientific Expertise
of Retired Scientists (USERS) Scheme has continued to play a significant role in involving large
number of retired scientists in S&T developmental activities. Twelve books were published
during the period.

The online portal www.serbonline.in has been made fully operational for submission of
R&D proposals in PAC and Young Scientist Schemes.

Total expenditure of Rs.554.87 crore was made for various R&D activities in the year 2014-15,

6. IMPLEMENTATION OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Science & Engineering Research Board, since its inception has been implementing the
guidelines issued by the Department of Official Language, Ministry of Home Affairs. Efforts are
constantly made for the promotion of the Official Language.

7. RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT

The provisions of RTI Act, 2005 are being followed and requisite information is provided
to the Applicants under RTI Act.
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COMPREHENSIVE DELAY STATEMENT EXPLAINING THE REASONS OF
DELAY IN LAYING THE ANNUAL REPORT AND AUDITED STATEMENT OF
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2014-15 OF THE SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
RESEARCH BOARD (SERB), NEW DELHI, ON THE TABLE OF BOTH THE
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT DURING THE WINTER SESSION, 2016.

The Annual Report along with the Audited Statement of Accounts for the year 2014-15
in respect of the SCIENCE & ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD (SERB), NEW DELHI,
which was required to the laid on the Table of the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha during the Winter
Session of 2014-2015, could not be laid within the stipulated date despite all out efforts made
by the Board and this Department. The aforesaid papers are now being laid on the Table of
both the Houses of Parliament during the Winter Session, 2016.

2. The delay in laying the Reports, which was due to circumstances beyond the control of
this Department, is sincerely regretted.
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Minister of State in the Ministry of Science & Technology

and Ministry of Earth Sciences
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The reasons for delay in laying of the Annual Reports and Audited Accounts of

the Board for the Financial Year 2014-15

S.No Particulars Actual Position
(a) The date on which Board approached the Audit 18.09.2015
Authorities to appoint the auditors for auditing the
accounts and
date of their appointment 29.09.2015
(b) The date of compilation of Annual Accounts of Board 14.09.2015
(c) The date on which the Annual Account were submitted to | 29.09.2015
Auditors for auditing
(d) The date and duration for auditing of the Annual Accounts | 29.09.2015 - 30.10.2015
of Board by Auditors
(e) The date of queries raised by Auditors during auditing of | 29.09.2015 - 30.10.2015
Annual Accounts
(H) The date on which the replies to the audit queries was | 29.09.2015 - 30.10.2015
furnished to the Auditors
() The date on which draft Audit Report was issued by Audit | 23.11.2015
Authorities
(h) The date on which the Final Audit Report received by | 31.03.2016
Board.
(i) The date of finalization of Annual Reports. 20.07.2016
G) The date on which documents were got approved from the | 29.07.2016
Competent Authority.
(k) The date on which documents were taken up for translation | 10.08.2016 - 31.10.2016
and printing and the time taken for completing the task. (2 Months 21 days)
1)) The date on which the documents were sent to the Ministry | 09.11.2016
for being laid in House
(m) | The date of laying of the documents on the Table of the 07.12.2016 in Lok Sabha
House.

08.12.2016 in Rajya Sabha
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